
DOG POO 
PAST & PRESENT 

Finding solutions to the dog poo problem! 



 
Dogs evolved from wolves about 20,000 -
40,000 years ago. 

Scientists aren't exactly sure how and
why dogs started to become more like
friendly pets and less like wild wolves. It's
possible that they started spending more
time close to humans to scavenge leftover
food, and slowly they became more tame. 

What we do know is that 
they have been our faithful 
companions ever since! 

A BRIEF HISTORY OF DOG POO



Poo for Explosives
IN THE 1300S, DOG POO WAS A KEY
INGREDIENT USED TO MAKE GUNPOWDER
FOR CANONS, RIFLES AND GRENADES.
BACTERIA EATING THE POO PRODUCE A
WHITE SUBSTANCE CALLED “SALTPETER”,
ONE OF THE THREE KEY INGREDIENTS IN
THE GUN POWDER! 



Dog poo was used as medicine in the 1600s -
some "doctors" recommended using dog poo
and honey to ease a sore throat.

This was before bacteria was discovered and
the link between germs and illness was
understood.

Poo as medicine



Money for Poo
In Paris in the 1800s
people called
“décrotteurs” earned a
living by picking up dog
poo and selling it to
tanneries. 

At the tannery, the poo
was used as part of the
process for making
sheep-skins into leather
for shoes, bags and other
leather goods.



Activity: Timeline
Can you remember the history of dog poo?
Use your whiteboard to do the timeline
activity, what other important historic
events can you remember?



Pick one of the dates on the timeline, how would life
have been different for people then? 

Did they have rubbish bins on the streets or a
rubbish collection service? Did they recycle or reuse?

Did they know about germs and how poo and dirt
spreads disease?

What were houses like? What were towns like?

How did people get around? Where did they wash
themselves and their clothes?

Activity: Discussion



As we know
today, dog
poo is a big
problem:

Dog poo carries disease
Litters the environment
Dirties buggies and wheel-chairs



So what's the answer?
Let's find out about some solutions that
people around the world have come up with
to tackle the dog poo problem!



In Scotland, one town
council started spray-
painting dog poos bright
pink, to highlight the
problem and encourage
owners to scoop the poop.

This idea is also being
trialled in Galway, where
poos will be spray-
painted yellow!

Painting the Poo



DNA DETECTIVES
In Tel Aviv in Israel, dog poo is sent for DNA
analysis and matched to a database of the
dogs in the city. Dog owners are then tracked
down by the authorities if they haven't been
cleaning up after their pup!

This is now happening 
in Co. Leitrim too!



Poo Wi-Fi
An internet company in Mexico came
up with an inventive idea to cut down
on dog poo in parks.

They installed special bins which weigh
the dog poo and then provide free
internet throughout the park. 

The heavier the poo the more free
minutes are given, so the more people
clean up the longer they have to surf
the web! 

Do you think this would work in
Ireland?



Hands up!
What do you think?

 

Which was
your favourite

solution?

Which of the
solutions do you
think would work

best in YOUR
community?

Do you think some
solutions work better in

some places than
others? E.g. different

countries, cities versus
villages



Activity: Scooperhero Challenge

Now it's time to come up with your own
ideas!

Work in pairs or teams and use the
Scooperhero Challenge activity sheet
to come up with ways to encourage
people in your community to pick up
after their dog!



WELL DONE SCOOPERHEROES!
And remember - 
always BAG IT and BIN IT!



What we learned today...

RECAP 1

Dogs and their poo have been around for
a long time. As society has developed

peoples' uses for and attitudes towards
dog poo have changed.

RECAP 2

People today have a better
understanding of how disease

spreads and are better equipped to
safely dispose of dog poo and litter.

RECAP 3

Dog poo is a problem for communities
all over the world, creative ideas help

us to deal with the problem.

RECAP 4

Cleaning up after your dog is your
responsibility, for the good of the

whole community.


